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Acknowledgement to Aboriginal people



Circular Economy Community Hubs present an 
exciting opportunity for citizens and communities to
drive the transition to a zero-waste, zero-carbon
future.

No-one wants to waste - if there are good options for
repairing or up-cycling clothes, appliances, white
goods, for example, people will jump at the
opportunity. Services that enable people to get what
they need by not always buying something new, are
urgently needed locally.

This report puts a spotlight on how citizens can
participate in the circular economy (CE) through
innovative local Circular Economy Community Hubs.
With feedback from our many stakeholders, UTS and
NSW Circular showcase a number of Hub models from
Resource, Retail, Garden, Repair, Experimental Hubs to
Tool and Things Libraries. Each promoting unique
circular services and solutions that build local skills and
jobs while reducing waste and emissions, keeping
materials in the economy longer, and protecting
biodiversity and nature.

NSW Circular urges citizens, businesses, councils, clubs
and community groups to start the Community Hub
journey today, building a local circular economy.

NSW Circular CEO
Lisa McLean
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Introduction

MESSAGE FROM

A circular economy is about designing waste 
out of our systems, keeping materials in use, 
and regenerating natural ecosystems. It is a
social, economic and technological shift that
requires input from all areas of our society. 
This document targets citizens and communities
in exploring circular economy community hubs 
as a means to implement circular solutions at a
community level. 





This involves building decentralised 
circular economies by optimising 

material flows and services to locally cycle
materials, increase resilience and self-
sufficiency as well as reduce waste.



Shorter supply chains through distributed

production reduces reliance on global
production networks that externalise 
social costs onto other communities, 

whilst also bolstering 
local producers and 

manufacturers.

This is primarily to do with bolstering
individual and organisational practices of
making, repair, sharing and communing.



These circular practices, lifestyles and
infrastructures creatively embody the

need for communities to slow down, build
reciprocal relationships, consume less 

and live within ecological limits.

A Community Hub is a space used for various

community events, gatherings, and services.

These buildings require particular attributes; a

mechanism to facilitate service, collaboration and

integration as well as a place-making opportunity

to build cohesive communities. A hub may also

have a digital component which can foster the

development of an online community.

Conscious consumption movement

Localised production 

Access over ownership

Right to repair movement

Share and reuse business models

Product stewardship schemes 

Waste to resource attitudes

Pay-per-use service models

Increased use of bio-materials 

Supply chain disruption and resource

scarcity 

Technical 
Cultural 

Community Hubs are building on global trends
and issues, such as:
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Community Hub 

C I R C U L A R  E C O N O M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  H U B S  R E P O R T




















